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(GFrom the desk uﬁf the Chairman, [;;nm.*rufug Board

am very happy that the Centre for Space Science and Technology Education in Asia

and the Pacific (CSSTE-AP), which is affiliated to the United Nations, is starting a
Newsletter - the mmaugural issue of which 1s being 1ssued in March, 1998, The Centre,
which came into existence in November, 1995, has made great strides in the area of
imparting high quality education in Space Science and Applications. The ultimate
goal of the Centre is to ensure that the benefits of space technology are maximised
within each of the member countries of the Asia Pacific region. If this has to succeed
then there is an urgent need for the development of high level knowledge and exper-
tise in space technology fields. This 1s possible when proper educational opportuni-
ties, imparting fundamental education knowledge, in the space science arca 1s dove-
tail into the programme structure of the space activities of each country.

The Centre has already completed two courses and the third one is already ongoing
at Dehradun. Now the fourth one is being maugurated in March, 1998 - taking the
total tally of students benefiting from the course to about 70. This is a creditable
number and is a reflection of the large support by the member states in the region to
the activities of the Centre.

The Centre is just in its beginning and with the dawn of the new millenium, the
Centre has a challenging task ahead. The Centre aspires to be an institution of excel-
lence in the areas of space technology education in this region. With educational
programmes at the core of its activiies the Centre also envisages to be a hub for
region specific research and consultancy activities. The support and guidance of the
countries of the region, the United Nations - parncularly the Office for Outer Space
Affairs and the Economic and Social Council for Asia and the Pacific and my col-
leagues in the Governing Board is very much essential to achieve the goals set oul
by the Centre. Apart from this, there are many other intemational agencies in the
region (i.e. ICIMOD etc.) and in India that are participating and supporting the
activities of the Centre,

[ hope this Newsletter will serve as a medium of exchange of information and also
for widening the awareness of the Centre to a larger community. The Newsletter
needs to also emerge as an inter-
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Background of CSSTE-AP

The Indian Institute of Remote Sensing (IIRS)is a
premier house of training in remote sensing and GIS
applications. In the last three decades, it has trained
about 4000 scientific personnel from India and abroad
in almost all earth science disciplines. The institute
is the principle host institution for CSSTE-AP and
conducts its annual training programmes in Remote

Sensing & GIS.

The Space Applications Centre (SAC) is specialised in
conceptualising and conducting research programmes that are
enabling application of space technology for the socio-economic
benefits of the country. Towards achieving these goals, the g

Centre has two major thrust areas, viz., satcllite communica- S8

tions and remote sensing/satellite meteorology. 1t has been the &8
obvious choice 1o host CSSTE-AP's training activities in Sat-
ellite Communications and Satellite Meteorology.

The Physical Research Laboratory (PRL) is the nodal centre or
space sciences in India. The laboratory has one of the longest series ol
ozone measurements and radio sounding data of the ionosphere. All
activities of CSSTE-AP in space sciences are planned to be conducted
at PRL.
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Projects of Course Participants
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This year’s events

23728 February, 1998
Visit of Latin American delegation to the
Centre to study the initistives

Ist March, 1998
Beginning of first PG course in Saiellite

Meteorology at Ahmedabad

9th tol2th March, 1998
International workshop on emerging trends in
satellite meteorology  al Ahmedahad

10th March, 1998
3rd Meeting of the Governing Board at
Ahmedabad

Ist June, 1998
Beginning of the first PG course in Space
Sciences ot Ahmedabad

Apih June, 1998
Passing out of the 2nd RS/GIS course a1
Dehradun

Sth October, 1998

Beginning of 3rd PG course in RS/GIS at
Dehradun

Anh November, 1998
Passing out of the 1s1 PG course in Saelliie

Meteorology st Ahmedabad

30th November, 1998
Passing ot of the Ist PG course in Space
Sciences m Alunedabad .
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Director Jpeafed

Wﬂ are passing through a very critical phase in the history of space sci
ence and technology and are witnessing developments that are
phenomenal in speed and scope. On the other hand, we also feel that the
encashment of these developments for social benefit is rather slow and more
s0 in developing countries which have not had in the past, the kind of needed
sell rehiance. In order to bring about this self reliance in all space
science related matters, the United Nations prepared a project for
establishing the Centres for Space Science and Technology
Education (A.AC.105/534 of January, 1993). The first Centre
for Asia Pacilic region (CSSTE-AP) started functioning in India
at Dehradun from November, 1995 with generous support from
Department of Space and assistance from several international
organsations.

At the time of my writing, the Centre has had modest international
achievements, thanks to the Governing Board for guidance and
support. It has already completed conducting post graduate
courses in RS/GIS and SATCOM. The second RS/GIS course is in progress,
In 1998, the third RS/GIS programme, a new PG course each in SATMET and
Space Sciences, are in the offing. These courses are interspersed with short
term training programmes and workshops. For all these, the Centre has excellent
access to the state of the art facility available at various centres of Departmenit
of Space, Government of India.

Prof. B.L. Deckshatulu,
Director, CSSTE-AP.

With more than 60 alummni already chernishing the benefits of the Centre's initiative
in 20 countries of the region, we have high hopes for the new millennium. A
new journey has begun in the quest of knowledge. Even as we progress towards
excellence, we vow Lo spread the fruits of our efforts to accommodate a wider
horizon of capacity bulding.
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